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Abimelech’s death 
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Sunday 

Succoth and Peniel refuse to help 

Bible Reading: Judges 8v1-12 
 

1. Why were the men of Ephraim angry? (v1) 

Remember it was God who had sent Gideon with 300 men against 

the Midianites (chapter 7). God wanted all the glory.  But Gideon 

wanted to keep the peace. 

2. How did Gideon calm them? (v2+3) 

Oreb and Zeeb were princes of Midian. The Ephraimites had killed 

them in the battle (7v24+25). 

Gideon’s father was Joash the Abiezrite (v11). Abiezer was one of 

the families in the tribe of Manasseh  

(Joshua 17v2).  

3. Who passed over Jordan? (v4) 

4. How were they? (v4) 

5. Where did they come to? (v5) Find it on a map 

6. Who were they pursuing? (v5) 

7. What did the princes of Succoth NOT give? (v5+6)  

8. What did Gideon say he would do? (v7) 

9. Who else would NOT give them bread? (v8) Find it on a map 

10. What did Gideon say he’d do to them? (v9) 

11. Who was in Karkor? (v10) Find Kardor on a map 

There were 15 000 men left in the Midianite army.  

120 000 Midianite men had been killed.  

15 000 + 120 000 = 135 000. So Gideon’s 300 men went against the 

Midianite army of 135 000 men.  

12. Where did Gideon go? (v11) Find them on a map 

13. What did Gideon do? (v11+12)  

 

 

Sometimes we get faint doing God’s work. BUT 

don’t give up. Keep on keeping on. 

MEANINGS: 

Served = treated; 

Chide = told off; 

Gleaning = few grapes left after the harvest; 

Vintage = whole harvest of grapes; 

Abated = went down; 

Briers = briars, wild thorny plants; 

Discomfited = defeated 



“Faint, yet pursuing” (Judges 8v4) 

“A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up 

anger.” (Proverbs 15v1) 

 

How can we help? 

God’s Word is spiritual bread. People all over the world need 

to have it. How can we help missionaries bring it to them? 

a) Pray and give money to them  

b) Think and cry about it 

c) Dream how we could do it better 

Answers 
1) Gideon didn’t call them when he went to fight the Midianites; 2) Asked them what he’d 

done compared to them, and reminded them how God had given Oreb and Zeeb to them; 

3) Gideon and the 300 men; 4) Faint, yet pursuing; 5) Succoth; 6) Zebah and Zalmunna 

(kings of Midian); 7) Bread; 8) Tear their flesh with thorns and briers when he returned; 9) 

Men of Penuel; 10) Break down their tower when he returned; 11) Zebah and Zalmunna 

and 15 000 of their armies; 12) East of  Nobah and Jogbehah; 13)Got Zebah and Zalmunna 

and defeated the Midianites 

Pray and give money to the missionaries. Maybe one day God will want you to go and be a 

missionary. 

 

 



Monday 

Zebah and Zalmunna 

Bible Reading: Judges 8v13-23 
 

1. When did Gideon return from battle? (v13) 

2. What did they get a young man from Succoth to tell? (v14) 

3. How many elders were there? (v14) Find Succoth on a map 

4. What did Gideon do to the elders of Succoth? (v16) 

5. What did he do in Penuel? (v17) Find Penuel on a map 

6. Who had killed Gideon brothers? (v18+19) 

7. Where? (v18) Find it on a map 

8. What were they like? (v18) 

9. Who was scared to kill Zebah and Zalmunna? (v20+21) 

10. So, what did Gideon do? (v21) 

11. What did the men of Israel want? (v22) 

12. Who did Gideon say would rule over them? (v23) 

God had called Gideon to lead the battle against the Midianites BUT 

God had not called Gideon to be a king. 

 

“The LORD shall rule over you.” (Judges 8v23) 

 

Answers 
1) Before the sun was up (early morning); 2) Who the princes and elders of Succoth were; 

3) 77 elders; 4) Tore their flesh with Thorns and briers; 5) Beat down the tower and killed 

the men of the city; 6) Zebah and Zalmunna; 7) Tabor; 8) The children of a king; 9) Jether 

(Gideon’s firstborn); 10) Killed Zebah and Zalmunna, and took the ornaments from their 

camels’ necks; 11) Gideon, his son and grandson to rule over them; 12) The LORD 

 

 

Know your calling and do it the best you can  

BUT don’t try to be something God doesn’t want 

you to be. 

 

“And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also 

ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.”  

(Colossians 3v15) 

 

 

MEANINGS: 

Threescore and seventeen = 77; 

Upbraid = scold harshly; 

Brethren = brothers; 

Firstborn = oldest child; 



Tuesday 

Gideon’s Golden Ephod and His Death 

Bible Reading: Judges 8v24-35 
 

Gideon had told the people that the LORD would rule over them 

(v23). This is a sad story that followed....how the people didn’t let 

the True God rule over them. 

1. What did Gideon ask for? (v24) 

2. Why had they golden earrings? (v24) 

The Ishmaelites were merchants. They worked with the Midianites. 

That’s why they had plenty of gold. 

3. How did they give? (v25) 

4. What weight of gold? (v26) 

5. What else did they give? (v26) 

6. What did Gideon make? (v27) 

7. Where did Gideon put it? (v27) Find it on a map 

8. How did it become a snare? (v27) 

The ephod was part of the high priest’s garments. It was not for 

Gideon or the people to worship. Gideon may not have meant them 

to worship it. Maybe he meant them to use it to find out God’s will. 

9. How long had the land rest from war? (v28) 

10. How many sons had Gideon? (v30+31) 

11. Where was Gideon buried? (v32) 

12. What did Israel do after he died? (v33-35) 

‘Baal-berith’ means ‘god of covenant.’ The LORD should have been 

their covenant God. Sadly, they turned from the LORD. 

 

 

 

Gideon trusted God in the battle. He led Israel to defeat the 

great Midianite army. But then, Gideon got gold. He made 

the gold ephod. It was beautiful.... but it became an idol. It 

became a snare to Gideon and his house. 

MEANINGS: 

Request = ask for; 

Prey = goods taken after winning the battle; 

A whoring = desired wrong worship; 

Snare = trap; 

Subdued = defeated; 

Begotten = fathered; 

Concubine = mistress, wife with less rights; 

Sepulchre = tomb 



 

How can you keep from turning from God? 

a) Say lots of prayers when you feel like it 

b) Go to some church on Sundays 

c) Read and obey God’s Word every day 

d) Get lots of money and a big house 

 

 

Answers 
1) Golden earrings from the prey; 2) They were Ishmaelites; 3) Willingly; 4) 1700 shekels of 

gold; 5) Ornaments, collars, purple raiment that was on the kings of Midian, and chains 

that were around the camels’ necks; 6) An ephod; 7) Ophrah; 8) All Israel went to worship 

it; 9) 40 years; 10) 70 sons and Abimelech; 11) Ophrah; 12) Turned to worship Baal and 

Baal-berith, remembered not the LORD, nor showed kindness to Gideon’s house 

Read and obey God’s Word every day. It will help you not to turn from God.  

God’s Word shows us how to live to please God. When you don’t read and obey it, you will 

end up doing what you think is best. 

 

 

Does the LORD rule over your life....in tough times 

and good times? Or does money and beautiful 

things turn your heart from God? 

 

“Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou 

serve.” (Matthew 4v10) 



 

The Ephod 

(Exodus 28v5-7; 39v2-4) 

The ephod was made of blue, purple, scarlet and fine linen. 

The gold was beaten into thin plates and cut into wires 

(Exodus 39v3). These gold wires were worked into the blue, 

purple, scarlet and fine linen. 

The ephod was joined at the shoulders with 2 onyx stones. It 

had the breastplate attached to it. 

Sometimes people used the ephod to ask God what to do. 

King David used it for this (1 Samuel 30v6-8). 

 

 

“But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and 

into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in 

destruction and perdition. 

For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some 

coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced 

themselves through with many sorrows.” 

(1 Timothy 6v9+10) 



Wednesday 

Abimelech is made king 

Bible Reading: Judges 8v31; 9v1-6 
 

1. Who was Abimelech? (v1) 

2. Where was Abimelech’s mother from? (v1) Find it on a map 

‘I am your bone and flesh’ (v2) means he was a close relative to 

them. 

3. What did Abimelech want to do? (v2) 

4. Who did the men of Shechem follow? (v3) 

5. Why? (v3) 

6. What did they give Abimelech? (v4) 

This money came from the house of Baal-berith. Baal-berith was a 

false god. Worshipping idols and other gods is breaking God’s 1st 

and 2nd commandments (Exodus 20v3-6). 

7. What did Abimelech do with this money? (v4) 

8. Who did he kill? (v5) 

Abimelech had 70 half brothers (8v30; 9v5). They lived in Ophrah. 

Find it on a map 

Murder is breaking God’s 6th commandment (Exodus 20v13). 

9. But who escaped? (v5) 

10. Who gathered together? (v6) 

11. What did they do? (v6) 

12. Where? (v6) 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers 
1) The son of Gideon (Jerubbaal); 2) Shechem; 3) Reign over the people; 4) Abimelech; 5) 

He was their brother; 6) 70 pieces of silver; 7) Hired vain and light fellows to follow him; 8) 

His brothers; 9) Jotham his youngest brother; 10) The men of Shechem, all the house of 

Millo; 11) Made Abimelech king; 12) Shechem 

 

MEANINGS: 

Communed = talked with; 

Threescore and ten = 70; 

Inclined = moved to do something; 

Hired = paid to work; 

Vain and light = good-for-nothing thugs; 



 

Abimelech wanted power. He wasn’t a godly man. 

He would do what it took to get power. Don’t hurt 

other people to get what you want. Never forget.... 

breaking God’s commandments is a recipe for 

disaster. 

 

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 

wicked: who can know it?” (Jeremiah 17v9) 

  



Thursday 

Jotham’s parable 

Bible Reading: Judges 9v7-21 
1. Where did Jotham stand? (v7) Find it on a map 

2. What 3 trees wouldn’t rule over others? (v8, 10+12) 

3. What would the olive not leave? (v9) 

4. What would the fig not leave? (v11) 

5. What would the vine not leave? (v13) 

6. Which said it would rule over trees? (v15) 

7. Or else what would fire destroy? (v15) 

The trees didn’t actually say this. This story by Jotham had a 

meaning. Abimelech was like the bramble. He was a bad choice for 

king. He wasn’t God’s man.  

8. Who had saved Israel from Midian? (v16+17) 

9. What had the men of Shechem done? (v18) 

10. If they’d done right, what should they do? (v19) 

11. If they’d done wrong, what would happen? (v20) 

Jotham’s story had a meaning. Abimelech would destroy the men of 

Shechem. The men of Shechem would destroy Abimelech. We’ll learn 

later how this really did happen. 

12. Where did Jotham flee to? (v21)  

It is uncertain exactly where Beer was….but it was a safe place to 

run to from Shechem. 

 

 

A bramble might have some good fruit. But its 

thorns hurt. You might be doing some good things. 

But how do you treat those who don’t agree with 

you? Do you hurt them? 

 

"Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious 

against the workers of iniquity.” (Psalm 37v1) 

MEANINGS: 

Honour = respect; 

Promoted = raised up; 

Fatness = oil; 

Bramble = thorn bush; 

Devour = destroy 

Adventured = risked 

Maidservant = woman servant; 

Dealt truly = done right; 



Answers 
1) Mount Gerizim; 2) Olive, fig and vine; 3) Its fatness; 4) Its sweetness and good fruit; 5) 

Its wine; 6) The bramble; 7) The cedars of Lebanon; 8) Gideon (Jerubbaal); 9) Killed 

Gideon’s sons and made Abimelech king of Shechem; 10) Rejoice; 11) Let fire come out of 

Abimelech and devour the men of Shechem, and let fire come out of men of Shechem and 

devour Abimelech; 12) Beer 

 

 

 

   



Friday 

Gaal plots against Abimelech 

Bible Reading: Judges 9v22-33 
 

1. How long had Abimelech reigned? (v22) 

2. What did God send? (v23) 

3. Why? (v24) 

This was a spirit of ill will that the LORD sent. God took away the 

peace between Abimelech and the men of Shechem. They would 

fight each other. God would judge them for the wrong they’d done. 

4. Where did men of Shechem lie in wait? (v25) 

5. What did they do? (v25) 

6. Who did the men of Shechem trust? (v26) 

7. Who did they curse? (v27) 

Note they made merry. They did this with wine. They went to the 

house of their god. They ate and drank and cursed Abimelech. Their 

new leader was Gaal. But what Jotham said would come true (v20). 

8. What did Gaal want to do? (v29) 

9. Who was angry? (v30) 

10. Who did Zebul warn? (v31) 

11. What did he tell Abimelech to do? (v32) 

12. When did Zebul say to attack? (v33) 

 

 

 

 

Bad choices can end up with a bad fall-out. So, be 

careful who you choose to follow...and what you 

choose to do! 

 

“The way of the wicked is an abomination unto the Lord: but 

he loveth him that followeth after righteousness.”  

(Proverbs 15v9) 

MEANINGS: 

Dealt treacherously = did 

deceitfully, betrayed; 

Liers = men lying in wait to ambush; 

Confidence = trust; 

Privily = secretly; 

Fortify = make strong; 

Occasion = what you get the chance 

to do 



Notice the mountains near Shechem 

 

 

 

Answers 
1) 3 years; 2) An evil spirit between Abimelech and the men of Shechem; 3) Because 

Abimelech had killed his brothers and the men of Shechem had helped him; 4) In the top of 

the mountains; 5) Robbed all that came along by them; 6) Gaal; 7) Abimelech; 8) Remove 

Abimelech from ruling over them; 9) Zebul; 10) Abimelech; 11) Go by night and set men to 

lie in wait to ambush the city; 12) In the morning 

 

 

  



Saturday  

Abimelech defeats Gaal and takes Shechem 

Bible Reading: Judges 9v34-45 
 

Today we start to learn how Abimelech destroyed the men of 

Shechem. This is what Jotham said would happen (v20). 

1. What did Abimelech do? (v34) 

2. What did Gaal tell Zebul that he saw? (v36) 

3. What did Zebul say it was? (v36) 

4. Later, where did Gaal see people go? (v37) 

5. What did Zebul tell Gaal to do? (v38) 

6. Who fought Abimelech? (v39) 

7. What happened? (v40) 

8. Where was Abimelech? (v41) Find it on a map 

9. What did Zebul do? (v41) 

10. How did Abimelech fight the next day? (v43+44) 

11. How long did Abimelech fight to take Shechem? (v45) 

12. What did he do with the city? (v45) 

Sowing the city with salt meant the ground wouldn’t grow much 

good crops. 

 

 

“Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.”  

(Romans 12v19) 

 

 

 

Abimelech’s own city turned against him. God was 

working out a plan. Abimelech and the men of 

Shechem had been partners in crime.  Now it was 

God’s time for them to destroy each other. Sin can 

ruin good friendships. 

 

 

MEANINGS: 

Companies = groups; 

Despised = thought little of; 

The morrow = the next day 

Thrust out = drove out; 



Answers 
1) He went by night to lie in wait against Shechem in 4 companies; 2) People coming down 

from the top of the mountains; 3) The shadow of the mountains; 4) Down by the middle 

land and along by the plain of Me-onenim; 5) Go out and fight them; 6) Gaal and the men 

of Shechem; 7) Gaal fled and Abimelech chased him, and many men of Shechem were 

overthrown and wounded; 8) Arumah; 9) Thrust out Gaal and his brothers; 10) Divided his 

men into 3 companies, lay in wait, Abimelech and his company stood in the gate while the 

other 2 companies killed those in the fields; 11) All that day; 12) Beat it down and sowed it 

with salt 

 

Maps 

 
 



 



 

 

Old English words 

Afar Far away 

Ass Donkey 

Aught Anything at all 

Befallen  Happened to 

Dealt  Done 

Dost, Doest Do 

Draw nigh Come near 

Fetch Go and get 

Gat Get 

Hence From this place 

Hereby By this 

Heretofore Before now 

Hindmost Last 

Hither Here 

Midst Middle 

Mixt Mixed 

Nigh Near 

Notwithstanding Nevertheless, in spite of this 

Peradventure Perhaps 

Selfsame That same 

Shew Show 

Thereon On that 

Therewith With that 

Thither  To there 

Thou You (singular) 

Thou art You are 

Thrust out Cast out 

Uttermost Farthest  

Whence From where 

Wherefore Why 

Wherewith  With which 

Whilst While 

Whither  To where 

Whomsoever Whoever 

Wilt  Will  

Wit, wot, wist Know  

Wont to do In the habit of doing 

Wrought Done, made 
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