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Sunday 

Absalom plots against David 

Bible Reading: 2 Samuel 15v1-12 

Absalom was David’s 3rd son (3v3). He’d killed Amnon in revenge for 

what he did to Tamar (13v32). Amnon was the heir to the throne. But 

now he’s dead and Absalom wants to be the next king. 

1. What did Absalom prepare? (v1) 

2. When did Absalom stand by the gate? (v2) Find Jerusalem on a map 

3. Why did people come to the king? (v2)  

He was the highest judge in the land. 

4. What did Absalom steal? (v6)  

Imagine doing this on your Dad...an old man! He didn’t honour his 

father. 

5. How? (v4+5) 

6. How long passed? (v7)  

David reigned 40 years (1 Kings 2v11). So, this was probably David’s 

last year. 

7. Where did Absalom want to go? (v7+9) Find it on a map 

8. What did he tell David? (v7+8) Find Geshur on a map 

9. But what did he do? (v10) 

10. How many went with him? (v11) 

11. Who did Absalom send for? (v12) 

12. From where? (v12) Find it on a map 

13. Why was the conspiracy strong? (v12) 

 

Answers  
1) Chariots, horses and 50 men to run before him; 2) Early morning; 3) For Judgment; 4) 

The hearts of the men of Israel; 5) By saying the king hadn’t sent anyone to hear them and 

that he would love to be judge for them; 6)  40 years; 7) Hebron; 8) He’d made a vow to 

the LORD when he was in Geshur, that if the LORD brought him back to Jerusalem he 

would serve the LORD, and so he wanted to go to Hebron to keep his vow; 9) Sent spies 

throughout Israel to say Absalom reigns in Hebron; 10) 200 men from Jerusalem; 11) 

Ahithophel; 12) Giloh; 13) The people increased continually with Absalom 

 

“Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom 

there is no help.” (Proverbs 146v3) 

MEANINGS: 

Controversy = lawsuit; 

Judgment = decide what was right; 

Deputed = chosen to do work for 

another; 

Justice = what is fair and right; 

Simplicity = innocently; 

Conspiracy = plot, rebellion; 



 

 

 

Absalom pretended he wanted to worship the 

Lord. But he really plotted to become king. 

Are you living a double life? Do you pretend to be 

a Christian in front of your parents....but really 

enjoying sinful things behind their back?  

You might fool your parents BUT you’ll NEVER fool 

the Lord! 

 

 

Did you know? 

Ahithophel was the grandfather of Bathsheba (11v3; 23v34). He was 

David’s very wise counsellor (16v23). He was from Giloh (15v12).  

Find Giloh  on a map  



 

 

Monday 

David Flees 

Bible Reading: 2 Samuel 15v13-29 
 

1. What did a messenger tell David? (v13) 

2. Why did David flee? (v14) 

3. What were David’s servants ready to do? (v15) 

4. Who were left behind? (v16) 

5. Who went with David? (v18+24) 

6. Why did David tell Ittai to go back? (v19) 

7. Why would Ittai NOT do this? (v21) 

8. Who wept? (v23)  

David was an old man fleeing for his life. His own son wanted to kill 

him and be king. How sad David must have been! 

9. Where did David and the people go? (v23) Find these places on a map 

10. What did the Levites bring? (v24) 

11. Who did David send back to Jerusalem? (v27+29) 

12. Who brought the Ark of God back to Jerusalem? (v29) 

13. What did David trust the LORD to do? (v26) 

 

 

“My soul followeth hard after thee: thy right hand upholdeth 

me.” (Psalm 63v8) 

 

 

How can you honour your parents? 

a) Love them / Hate them 

b) Work against them / Help them 

c) Obey them / Disobey them 

d) Call them names / Pray for them 

MEANINGS: 

Concubine = mistress, wife; 

Stranger = foreigner; 

Exile = someone forced to live away 

from his home; 

Mercy = show pity; 

Favour = pleasing; 

Seer = prophet; 

Certify = tell me what’s happening 



 

 

Answers 
1) The hearts of the men of Israel are after Absalom; 2) Lest Absalom overtake them 

suddenly and kill  all in the city; 3) Whatever David told them to do; 4)  10 concubines; 5) 

His servants, Cherithites, Pelethites, Gittites, 600 men from Gath, Zadok, Abiathar and the 

Levites; 6) He was a stranger and exile; 7) He wanted to be wherever the king was, even if 

it meant death; 8) All the country; 9) Over brook Kidron to the wilderness of Judah; 10) Ark 

of the covenant of God; 11) Zadok, Abiathar, Ahimaaz (Zadok’s son) and Jonathan 

(Abiathar’s son); 12) Zadok and Abiathar; 13) What seemed good to Him to do to David 

You honour your parents when you love them, help them, obey them and pray for them.  

 

 

David’s servants were ready to do whatever he 

wanted (v15). Are you ready to do whatever the 

Lord Jesus Christ wants you to do? Are you willing 

to go wherever He wants you to go? And are you 

willing to say what He wants you to say? 

 

Psalms 3 and 63 

David wrote Psalm 3 when he fled from Absalom his son. David wrote Psalm 63 

when he was in the wilderness of Judah. 

Read these Psalms to see how David felt at this time. He was an old man. He 

had terrible family problems. He was sad and crying (3v1-6). BUT his trust was 

still in God. 

 

 

Did you know? 

Ittai was a Gittite....not an Israelite. Gittites were Philistines from 

Gath (Joshua 13v3). He’d newly joined David’s side. He wasn’t going 

back to make Absalom king (2 Samuel 15v19+20). He later became 

one of David’s generals (18v2). 

 

  



 

 

Map 

 

 

 

 

Zadok and Abiathar...and their sons....remained loyal to David. 

  



 

 

Tuesday 

Hushai and Ziba go to meet David 

Bible Reading: 2 Samuel 15v30 – 16v4 
 

1. Where did David go? (v30) Find it on a map 

2. Who were weeping? (v30) 

3. What did David pray? (v31) 

4. Who met David? (v32) 

5. What did David send Hushai to do? (v34)  

This wouldn’t be easy. Ahithophel was a very wise man who gave 

good advice. One slip-up and Hushai could be a dead man. 

6. Who was Hushai to tell any news to? (v35) 

7. Who would tell David? (v36) 

8. Where were Hushai and Absalom? (v37) Find it on a map 

9. Who came to meet David? (16v1)  

Ziba had been a servant of Saul. He was taking care of 

Mephibosheth’s land for him (9v9+10). 

10. What did he bring to David? (v1) 

11. How did Ziba wrong Mephibosheth? (v3)  

This was lies (19v24-28). Telling lies is breaking God’s 9th 

commandment. God hates lies (Exodus 20v16; Proverbs 12v22).  

12. What did David give to Ziba? (v4) 

 

 

Sometimes God’s answer to prayer is a person. 

David asked the LORD to defeat Ahithophel’s 

counsel. Just then Hushai turned up. He met David 

‘where he worshipped God.’  

Expect the Lord to answer your prayer.....when you 

worship Him with all of your heart. 

MEANINGS: 

Conspirators = those who plotted 

against him; 

Asses = donkeys; 

Grace = loving kindness; 

Pertained = belonged to  



 

 

Answers 
1) Up Mount Olivet; 2) David and those with him; 3) O LORD, I pray thee, turn the counsel 

of Ahithophel into foolishness; 4) Hushai; 5) Defeat the counsel of Ahithophel; 6) Zadok 

and Abiathar; 7) Their sons Ahimaaz and Jonathan; 8) Jerusalem; 9) Ziba; 10) Couple of 

donkeys, 200, loaves of bread, 100 bunches of raisins, 100 summer fruits and a bottle of 

wine; 11) He said Mephibosheth stayed in Jerusalem saying that Israel would give him 

back his father’s kingdom; 12) All that belonged to Mephibosheth 

  

“But be not thou far from me, O LORD: O my strength, haste 

thee to help me.” (Psalm 22v19) 

 

Did you know? 

Hushai the Archite is called David’s companion (1 Chronicles 27v33). 

He came from Archi. That was a place along the border between the 

tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh, somewhere near Bethel and 

Ataroth (Joshua 16v2). Find them on map below 

 

 



 

 

Wednesday 

Shimei curses David 

Bible Reading: 2 Samuel 16v5-19 
 

1. Where did David go? (v5) Find it on a map 

2. What did Shimei do? (v5, 6,+13) 

3. What did he call David? (v7) 

4. What did Abishai want to do? (v9) 

Abishai was David’s nephew (1 Chronicles 2v16) 

5. Why did David say to leave him alone? (v11) 

6. What did David trust God to do? (v12) 

7. What did David and his men do? (v14) 

8. Who came to Jerusalem? (v15) Find Jerusalem on a map 

9. Who was David’s friend? (v16) 

10. What did Hushai say to Absalom? (v16) 

11. How did he pretend he was for Absalom? (v18+19) 

Go to map 

 

Answers 
1) Bahurim; 2) Cursed David, and threw stones and dust at David and his men; 3) Bloody 

man and Man of Belial; 4) Cut his head off; 5) The LORD had bidden him; 6) Look on his 

affliction and return good to David for Shimei’s cursing; 7) Refreshed themselves; 8) 

Absalom and all the people with him and Ahithophel; 9) Hushai; 10) God save the king; 11) 

He said that he would stay with whoever the LORD and the people chose, and why 

shouldn’t he be with Absalom as he was with David 

 

 

Bitter people will say nasty things about you. Don’t 

let them get you down. The Lord will deal with 

them in His time. 

Be glad of your true friends. God has brought them 

into your life to help you. They will stand with you 

in the hard times....not just in the good times. 

MEANINGS: 

Cursed = spoke against and wished 

harm upon; 

Man of Belial = worthless man; 

Mischief = wrong doing; 

Requite = pay back; 



 

 

 

Stop and Think! 

Shimei was from the tribe of Benjamin (v11). He was a relative of 

king Saul (v5). He was bitter that David was king (v8). But he was 

wrong. 

David wasn’t a blood-thirsty man. He wouldn’t kill Saul. He showed 

kindness to Saul’s family. It was the LORD who made David king. 

David could have killed him but he didn’t. David let the Lord deal 

with him. He knew his real problem at that time was Absalom....not 

Shimei. 

Shimei threw stones and muck at David and his men. Some people 

will throw all sorts of dirt against Christians.  

They bring up bad things from the past. And they will twist them to 

make you look bad. 

 

 

“Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou 

disquieted within me? hope in God: for I shall yet praise him, 

who is the health of my countenance, and my God.”  

(Psalm 43v5) 

  



 

 

Thursday 

Ahithophel’s counsel is not taken 

Bible Reading: 2 Samuel 16v23; 17v1-14 
 

1. How good was Ahithophel’s counsel? (16v23) 

2. What did Ahithophel say to do? (17v1-3) 

3. Who did this please? (v4) 

4. What did Hushai say about it? (v7)  

Remember Hushai was pretending to be on Absalom’s side. But he’d 

to think quickly what to say. And he’d to get word to David.  

5. What did he say David and his mighty men were like? (v8)  

A bear robbed of her cubs is dangerous. Don’t attack her quickly...or 

she’ll bite you! 

6. Where did he say David would be? (v8+9) 

7. So, what did he say would happen? (v9+10) 

8. What did Hushai tell Absalom to do? (v11)  

Find Dan and Beersheba on a map 

9. What would they do to David and his men? (v12) 

10. Whose counsel was taken? (v14) 

11. Why? (v14) 

“Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he shall sustain thee: he 

shall never suffer the righteous to be moved.”  

(Psalm 55v22) 

 

 

Absalom and David’s concubines (16v20-22; 12v11-12)  

This was not a good thing that Absalom did. But Nathan 

had said it would happen. David committed adultery with 

Bathsheba in secret. But Absalom did this in public. 

 

Answers 
1) As if a man enquired at the oracle of God; 2) Take 12000 men and go after David that 

night when he was weary, kill the king only and bring back all the people to Absalom; 3) 

Absalom and all the elders; 4) Ahithophel’s counsel was not good at that time; 5) A bear 

robbed of her whelps; 6) Not with the people but in some pit or place; 7) When some 

people were overthrown, everyone would say there was a great slaughter among 

Absalom’s followers and his brave men would be discouraged; 8) Gather a very large army 

from all Israel and go to battle himself; 9) Kill David and all the men with him; 10) 

Hushai’s; 11) The LORD had appointed to defeat the good counsel of Ahithophel 

MEANINGS: 

Concubine = mistress, wife; 

Oracle = place God spoke from; 

Chafed = annoyed; 

Whelps = cubs, babies; 



 

 

 

Never under estimate the power of prayer. God is 

in control. He will do what He sees fit. He can do 

the impossible. Remember, prayer moves the hand 

of the Almighty God. So, pray! 

 

 

Stop and Think! 

Ahithophel’s advice was good: I’ll go tonight with just 12000 men. 

We’ll take David by surprise. Only kill David. The war’s over and 

Absalom is king. 

But Hushai needed time....to let David get over Jordan to be safe. So, 

he advised: Get a big army from all over Israel. Lead them out to 

battle yourself Absalom.  

This plan took time...to gather the army. But it would make Absalom 

look good. He’d have a big army. He’d show he’s a mighty 

soldier....even better than his Dad! 

Hushai didn’t tell that David was weeping and weak. He talked about 

how strong and mighty David and his men were.  

It was the LORD who made them take Hushai’s advice. The LORD 

answered David’s prayer (16v31). 

 

  



 

 

Friday 

Secret news to David 

Bible Reading: 2 Samuel 17v15-29 
 

1. Who did Hushai tell? (v15) 

2. Where was David NOT to stay? (v16)  

Find the wilderness of Judah on a map 

3. Where did Jonathan and Ahimaaz stay? (v17) Find it on a map 

4. How would they get news to David? (v17) 

5. What did a lad do? (v18) 

6. Where did they hide? (v18) Find it on a map 

7. Why were they NOT found? (v19+20) 

8. Who crossed over Jordan? (v21+22) Find River Jordan on a map 

9. Why did Ahithophel hang himself? (v23) 

10. Where did David go? (v24) Find it on a map 

11. Who was Absalom’s general? (v25) 

12. Where did Israel and Absalom camp? (v26) Find it on a map 

13. Who met David? (v27) 

 

Answers 
1) Zadok and Abiathar the priests; 2) In the wilderness of Judah; 3) Enrogel; 4) A wench 

told them and they told David; 5) Saw them and told Absalom; 6) Down a well at a man’s 

house in Bahurim; 7) A woman put a cover over  the well and put corn on it, and she told 

Absalom’s servants that they’d gone over the brook; 8) David and all the people with him; 

9) His counsel wasn’t taken; 10) Mahanaim; 11) Amasa; 12) Gilead; 13) Shobi, Machir, and 

Barzillai 

 

“For thou art my hope, O Lord GOD: thou art my trust from my 

youth.” (Psalm 71v5) 

 

 

 

There’s a spiritual battle going on....between the 

devil and the King of kings. Are you are on the side 

of King Jesus? If so, how do you show it? 

Do you use your time, money and talents for Him? 

Or are you afraid to let others know? 

MEANINGS: 

Swallowed up = overcome, 

destroyed; 

Wench = young servant woman; 

Sepulchre = tomb; 

Kine = cattle 



 

 

 

Did you know? 

Amasa was David’s nephew  

(2 Samuel 17v25; 1 Chronicles 2v16-17). 

Shobi was an Ammonite (v27). The Ammonites were descendants 

of Lot (Genesis 19v36+38). Shobi was the son of Nahash king of 

Ammon. His brother Hanun had treated David’s men really badly 

(10v11-5). Shobi came from Rabbah. Joab won a battle against them 

(12v26-31). Find Rabbah on a map 

Machir came from Lodebar (v27). He had kept Mephibosheth in his 

house (9v4). Find Lodebar on a map 

Barzillai was a Gileadite from Rogelim (v27). He was a very rich old 

man (19v31-32). Find Rogelim on a map 

 

 

Go to map 

 

  



 

 

Saturday 

Absalom killed in battle 

Bible Reading: 2 Samuel 18v1-17 
1. How did David divide his army? (v2)  

Joab and Abishai were David’s nephews (1 Chronicles 2v16). Ittai was a 

Philistine from Gath. He just joined David’s side (2 Samuel 15v19+20). 

2. Why did they NOT let David go to battle? (v3) 

3. What did David tell them to do? (v5) 

4. Where was the battle? (v6) Find it on a map 

5. How many were killed? (v7) 

6. What happened to Absalom? (v9) 

7. What would Joab give a man to kill Absalom? (v11)  

This man wouldn’t disobey David....not even for money! 

8. Why would the man NOT kill Absalom? (v12) 

9. How did Joab kill Absalom? (v14) 

10. Who also smote Absalom? (v15) 

11. Why did Joab blow a trumpet? (v16) 

12. What did they do with Absalom? (v17) 

Answers 
1) Into 3 under Joab, Abishai, and Ittai; 2) If they fled, David would be killed; 3) Deal gently 

with the young man Absalom for my sake; 4) Wood of Ephraim; 5) 20 000 of Absalom’s 

men; 6) His head caught in a great oak tree, his mule went on and left him hanging; 7)  10 

shekels of silver and a girdle; 8) Because David had said not to touch Absalom; 9) Shot 3 

darts through his hearts; 10)  10 young men that carried Joab’s armour; 11) To end the 

battle; 12) Put him in a pit in the woods and put a big heap of stones on him 

Go to map   

 

David still loved Absalom....even after all the bad 

things he’d done....and even though Absalom didn’t 

care about him.  God loves us....even though we 

have ALL sinned. How deep the Father’s love is! 

Have you ever thanked God for loving you?  

“The LORD preserveth all them that love him: but all the 

wicked will he destroy.” (Psalm 145v20) 

MEANINGS: 

Numbered = counted; 

Succour = help; 

Mule = animal whose parents were 

a donkey and a horse; 

Girdle = belt; 

Wrought falsehood = done wrong; 



 

 
 

  



 

 

Old English words 
Afar Far away 

Ass Donkey 

Aught Anything at all 

Befallen  Happened to 

Dealt  Done 

Dost, Doest Do 

Draw nigh Come near 

Fetch Go and get 

Gat Get 

Hence From this place 

Hereby By this 

Heretofore Before now 

Hindmost Last 

Hither Here 

Hitherto Up until now 

Howbeit However, nevertheless 

Inasmuch Since  

Midst Middle 

Mixt Mixed 

Nigh Near 

Notwithstanding Nevertheless, in spite of this 

Peradventure Perhaps 

Plow Plough 

Straightway Immediately 

Selfsame That same 

Shew Show 

Thereon On that 

Therewith With that 

Thither  To there 

Thou You (singular) 

Thou art You are 

Thrust out Cast out 

Uttermost Farthest  

Whence From where 

Wherefore Why 

Wherewith  With which 

Whilst While 

Whither  To where 

Whomsoever Whoever 

Wilt  Will  

Wit, wot, wist Know  

Withholden Held back 

Wont to do In the habit of doing 

Wrought Done, made 
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