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Sunday 

David hears Absalom is dead 

Bible Reading: 2 Samuel 18v18-33 

David was in Mahanaim (17v24). The battle had been fought in the 

wood of Ephraim. Absalom was killed. Find these places on a map 

1. What did Ahimaaz want to do? (v19) 

2. Why would Joab NOT let him? (v20) 

3. Who did Joab send to tell David? (v21) 

4. Who ran past Cushi? (v23) 

5. Who saw him? (v24+25) 

6. What did David say about Ahimaaz? (v27) 

7. What did Ahimaaz tell David? (v28) 

8. What did David want to know? (v29) 

9. Who told David that Absalom was dead? (v32) 

10. Where did David weep? (v33) 

11. What did he say? (v33) 

David loved his son Absalom....even though Absalom had tried to kill 

him. He would have died instead of him 

 

“O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! would God I had 

died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son!” (2 Samuel 18v33) 

 

 

 

God the Father loves us....even though we all have 

sinned and deserve to die. He loves us so much He 

sent His Son to earth to die instead of us.  

Jesus is God the Son. He did come to earth....and 

He did die instead of us. 

MEANINGS: 

Reared up = set up; 

Pillar = monument; 

Dale = valley; 

Overran = outran, passed; 

Apace = very quickly; 

Foremost = in front; 

Tumult = uproar; 



 

 

Answers 
1) Run to bring the king news of the battle; 2) The king’s son Absalom was dead; 3) Cushi; 

4) Ahimaaz; 5) The watchman; 6) He is a good man; 7) Blessed be the LORD thy God, 

which hath delivered up the men that lifted up their hand against my lord the king; 8) Is 

Absalom safe? 9) Cushi; 10) In the room over the gate; 11) O my son Absalom, my son, my 

son Absalom! would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son! 

 

Did you know? 

Absalom set up a pillar (v18). He said he’d no son. But Absalom had 

3 sons (14v27). They must have died before he set up his pillar. 

 

David had sinned with Bathsheba. God told him his punishment 

(12v10-12). The sword wouldn’t depart from his house. His own family 

would cause him trouble. Another would take his wives.  

This is what happened. His son Absalom had made war with him....and 

taken his wives. 

God is Holy. He hates all sin. He will punish sin. But we need to 

repent of all our sin. 

“But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; 

and with his stripes we are healed.” (Isaiah 53v5) 

Map  

 



 

 

Monday 

David mourns for Absalom 

Bible Reading: 2 Samuel 19v1-15 
 

1. What was Joab told? (v1) 

2. What were the people doing? (v2+3) 

3. Who did Joab say David had shamed? (v5) 

4. How? (v6) 

5. What did Joab tell David to do? (v7) 

6. What would happen if he didn’t? (v7) 

7. Where did David go to tell them? (v8) 

8. What did David ask Zadok and Ahimaaz to do? (v11+12)  

David was from the tribe of Judah. That’s why he called them his 

brethren, bones and flesh (v12).  

9. Who was made captain of the army? (v13) 

10. What were all the men of Judah as? (v14)  

11. Where did David go? (v15) Find it on a map 

12. Where did the people from Judah come to meet David? (v15)  

Find it on a map 

Go to map 

 

“These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might 

have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of 

good cheer; I have overcome the world.” (John 16v33) 

 

 

Appreciate what others do for you. Notice how 

your friends stick their necks out for you! 

Don’t be so caught up in your own sadness that 

you forget all the good things other people have 

done for you. And don’t make them feel sorry that 

they helped you. 

MEANINGS: 

Gat them by stealth = stole away, 

turned away from; 

Speak comfortably = encourage; 

Conduct = bring, lead; 



 

 

Answers 
1) The king weeps and mourns for Absalom; 2) Quietly turning away from David into the 

city; 3) His servants that saved his life, his sons, daughters, wives and concubines; 4) 

Making the people feel that if they all had died and Absalom lived, David would have been 

pleased; 5) Go and speak comfort to his servants; 6) Not one of them would stay with him 

by that night; 7) The gate of the city; 8) Ask the elders of Judah why they’re the last to 

bring David back as king, seeing they’re related to him; 9) Amasa; 10) One man; 11) River 

Jordan; 12) Gilgal 

 

“Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of 

our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.” (Jude v21) 

 

Did you know? 

Amasa and Joab were David’s nephews (1 Chronicles 2v16+17). 

Amasa had been captain of Absalom’s army (17v25). 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Tuesday 

Shimei and Mephibosheth meet David 

Bible Reading: 2 Samuel 19v16-30 
 

1. Who came to meet David? (v16+17)  

2. Who was Shimei? (v17) Find Bahurim on a map 

3. Where? (v18) Find it on a map 

4. How did David’s household get across Jordan? (v18)  

5. What did Shimei say he’d done? (v19+20) 

6. What did Abishai want to do? (v21)  

Abishai was Joab’s brother. He was David’s nephew  

(1 Chronicles 2v16). 

7. What did David promise? (v23)  

8. What had Mephibosheth NOT done? (v24) 

9. How had Ziba deceived Mephibosheth? (v26) 

10. What did Ziba do? (v27)  

You can read about this in 2 Samuel 16v1-3 

11. What did David say to do? (v29) 

12. Why was Mephibosheth happy to let Ziba keep it all? (v30) 

Go to map 

“The LORD will perfect that which concerneth me.”  

(Psalm 138v8) 

 

 

 

What should you do? 

Someone has said nasty about you. It’s all lies. But you’re very 

hurt. So, what should you do? 

a) Write nasty things about them on Facebook 

b) Ask the LORD to sort them out 

c) Hate them with all your heart 

d) Tell lies and nasty things about them 

MEANINGS: 

Impute = charge; 

Perversely = did very wrongly; 

Slander = say something false 

about someone 



 

 

Answers 
1) Shimei and 1000 men men of Benjamin, Ziba and his 15 sons and 20 servants; 2) The 

son of Gera, a Benjamite from Bahurim; 3) River Jordan; 4) Ferry boat; 5) Perversely, 

sinned; 6) Kill Shimei; 7) He wouldn’t die; 8) Dressed his feet, trimmed his beard of washed 

his clothes since the David left; 9) Ziba said he’d go to the king because Mephibosheth was 

lame; 10) Slandered Mephibosheth to David; 11) Mephibosheth and Ziba were to divide 

the land; 12) King David had returned in peace to his own house 

Ask the Lord to sort out those who speak against your good name. 

 

 

Mephibosheth wanted to be right with king. He 

knew this was more important than land or 

money. So, he was willing to let Ziba have it. 

What is most important to you? Is it having lots of 

money, toys and fun things? Or is it being right 

with the King of kings? 

 

 

 

Stop and Think! 

Mephibosheth knew what it was like to be out of his home because 

of battle. So, he was glad when king David returned home safely. 

His Dad Jonathan and grandfather Saul were killed in battle (1 

Samuel 31). He fled from the palace when he was just 5 years old. 

He’d lived in the house of Machir....until he went to live with king 

David (2 Samuel 4v4; 9v1-13). 

 

 

Mephibosheth, Ziba, Shimei and these 1000 men were all 

from the tribe of Benjamin (v16+17). That was Saul’s tribe. 

It wasn’t the time or place for David to argue....or punish 

Shimei. David would let the LORD sort him out. 

  



 

 

Wednesday 

David returns to Jerusalem 

Bible Reading: 2 Samuel 19v31-43 
 

1. Who came from Rogelim to meet David? (v31)  

Find Rogelim and Gilead on a map 

2. What age was he? (v32) 

3. What had he done for David? (v32)  

Read also 17v27-29 Find Mahanaim on a map 

4. What did David want to do for Barzillai? (v33)  

This wasn’t just one meal. It was to live in Jerusalem....and eat with 

the king every day 

5. What did Barzillai say he’d do? (v36+37) Find it on a map 

6. Who did he send with David? (v37) 

7. What would David do for Barzillai? (v38) 

8. What did David do before they parted? (v39) 

9. Where did David go? (v40) Find it on a map 

10. Who was with him? (v40) 

11. What were the men of Israel NOT happy about? (v41+43) 

12. What did the men of Judah say? (v42) 

Go to map 

“Let all those that seek thee rejoice and be glad in thee: and let 

such as love thy salvation say continually, Let God be 

magnified.” (Psalm 70v4) 

 

 

 

What age do you have to be to serve the LORD? 

a) Child   b) Teenager  c) Young adult  

d) Middle-aged  e) Pensioner  f) Any age 

 

 

MEANINGS: 

Conduct = escort; 

Fourscore = 80; 

Sustenance = food and drink; 

Recompense = pay back; 

Kin = relative; 

Fiercer = sharper 



 

 

Answers 
1) Barzillai; 2)  80 years old; 3) Provided David with food and drink when he was in 

Mahanaim; 4) Bring him to Jerusalem and feed him; 5) Go a little way over Jordan with 

David and then return to his own city; 6) His servant Chimham; 7) Whatever he chose; 8) 

Kissed Barzillai and blessed him; 9) Gilgal; 10) Chimham, all the people of Judah and half 

the people of Israel; 11) The 10 tribes of Israel felt Judah should have asked them to help 

bring the king back; 12) They were related to David, they hadn’t eaten at the king’s cost or 

given him a gift to get doing this 

You can serve the LORD at any age.  

 

 

Israel and Judah were fighting over David. A short 

time before this they were all out to kill 

David....and follow Absalom. But now Absalom’s 

dead....and they switch to the winning side. 

Everyone likes a winner. But make sure you follow 

God’s man! Remember, God’s side is the winning 

side. 

 

 

Stop and Think! 

Barzillai was a very old man. He still brought things to help king 

David. But he didn’t want any reward for it. 

We can do things to help King Jesus....no matter what age we are. 

But don’t do it to get rewards for yourself.  



 

 

Thursday 

Sheba rebels and Joab kills Amasa 

Bible Reading: 2 Samuel 20v1-13 
 

1. What did Sheba do? (v1+2)  

2. Who followed David? (v2)  

3. Where did David go? (v3) Find it on a map 

4. What was Amasa to do? (v4) 

5. But what did he do? (v5)  

This rebellion of Sheba needed to be put down quickly. There was no 

time to waste. 

6. What was Abishai to do? (v6) 

7. Where did Amasa go before them? (v8) Find it on a map 

8. What fell out? (v8) 

9. How did Joab pretend to like Amasa? (v9)  

Taking a man by the beard was a sign of friendship. So Amasa didn’t 

take any notice of the sword in Joab’s hand. 

10. But what did Joab do? (v10)  

Amasa and Joab were cousins 

 (2 Samuel 17v25; 1 Chronicles 2v26+17) 

11. Who pursued Sheba? (v10+11) 

12. Why did a man move Amasa into a field? (v12) 

 

 

Answers 
1) Blew a trumpet and said that Israel had no part with David, and led them to rebel; 2) 

Men of Judah; 3) His house at Jerusalem; 4) Gather the men of Judah for battle within 3 

days; 5) Took longer than 3 days; 6) Take David’s men and pursue Sheba; 7) Great stone in 

Gibeon; 8) Joab’s sword; 9) Asked if he was in good health, took him by the beard and 

kissed him; 10) Killed him; 11) Joab and Abishai; 12) Everyone that came by Amasa stood 

still 

 

“Walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, with all 

lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one 

another in love; Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in 

the bond of peace.” (Ephesians 4v1-3) 

MEANINGS: 

Man of Belial = worthless person; 

Clave = clung to; 

Concubines = mistresses, wives; 

Ward = house by themselves; 

Sheath = cover for sword; 

Wallowed = lay down and rolled in 



 

 

 

Sheba was there at the argument between the 

men of Israel and Judah (20v41-43). He used this 

as his chance to rebel against king David. 

Be careful. Arguments among Christians can lead 

to people turning away from King Jesus. Live in 

unity with God’s children 

 

Did you know? 

Sheba was from the tribe of Benjamin (v1). That was Saul’s tribe.  

Sheba was there at the argument between the men of Israel and 

Judah (20v41-43). He led the 10 northern tribes in Israel to rebel. 

 

Map 

 



 

 

Friday 

Sheba is beheaded 

Bible Reading: 2 Samuel 20v14-26 

 

1. Where did Joab go? (v14) Find them on a map  

Joab got men throughout all Israel to fight for David. So, not 

everyone in the 10 tribes was on Sheba’s side.  

2. Where did Joab besiege? (v15) 

3. What did Joab’s men do? (v15) 

4. Who wanted to speak to Joab? (v16) 

5. What did she say she was? (v19) 

6. What did she say Joab wanted to do? (v19) 

7. Who was the only person Joab wanted? (v21) 

8. What did the woman do? (v21+22) 

9. So, what did Joab do? (v22) Find it on a map 

10. Who was over the army? (v23) 

11. Who was chief ruler about David? (v26) 

 

Go to map 

 

“Wisdom is better than weapons of war.” (Ecclesiastes 9v18) 

 

 

How do you get true wisdom? 

a) Go to university 

b) Ask God for it 

c) Have clever friends 

d) Fight in a battle 

 

 

MEANINGS: 

Battered = beat to break down; 

Tribute = money, tax; 

Recorder = writer of records; 

Scribe = person who copied out 

writings 



 

 

Answers 
1) Through all the tribes of Israel to Abel, Bethmaachah and the Berites; 2) Abel of 

Bethmaachah; 3) Battered the wall to knock it down; 4) A wise woman; 5) One of the 

peaceable and faithful in Israel; 6) Swallow up the inheritance of the LORD; 7) Sheba; 8) 

Got the head cut off Sheba and thrown over the wall to Joab; 9) Blew the trumpet to end 

the battle and went back to Jerusalem; 10) Joab; 11) Ira 

Ask God for wisdom (James 1v5). 

 

 

Sheba may have thought he was safe inside the big 

strong city walls of Abel. But it is never safe to run 

against God’s will. 

There’s no wall high enough or strong enough to 

protect against God and His will.  

God had a little wise woman there to save the day. 

  



 

 

Saturday 

Famine because of the Gibeonites 

Bible Reading: 2 Samuel 21v1-14 
 

1. How long was there famine? (v1) 

2. Why? (v1) 

3. Why had Saul killed them? (v2) 

4. What did David want to do? (v3) 

5. What did the Gibeonites NOT want? (v4) 

6. What did they ask for? (v6) Find Gibeah on a map 

‘Sons’ means any men descended from Saul 

7. Who did David spare? (v7) 

8. Who did David give them? (v8) 

9. When were these men hanged? (v9) 

10. What did Rizpah do? (v10) 

11. Whose bones were buried with these 7 men? (v12+13) 

12. Where? (v14) Find Zela on a map 

13. Who was intreated for the land? (v14) 

 

Answers 
1) For 3 years; 2) Saul had killed Gibeonites; 3) In his zeal to the children of Israel and 

Judah; 4) Make atonement; 5) Silver or gold from Saul’s house or to kill any man in Israel; 

6) To hang 7 sons of Saul in Gibeah; 7) Mephibosheth, son of Jonathan; 8) Armoni and 

Mephibosheth (sons of Rizpah Saul’s concubine), and 5 sons of Michal (Saul’s daughter); 9) 

Beginning of barley harvest; 10) Put sackcloth on the rock and wouldn’t let the birds or 

animals eat their bodies; 11) Saul’s and Jonathan’s; 12) Saul’s sepulchre in Zelah; 13) God 

 

 

 

Stop and Think! 

These 7 men were hanged. The Old Testament law said that this was 

a curse (Deuteronomy 21v23).  

The Bible doesn’t tell us when Saul killed Gibeonites. But the land was 

cursed because of what Saul had done. 

Sin brings a curse. But Christ became a curse for us. He hung on the 

cross at Calvary so we could be saved from sin. 

 

“Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being 

made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that 

hangeth on a tree.” (Galatians 3v13) 

MEANINGS: 

Remnant = what is left; 

Atonement = to be at peace; 

Devised = plotted; 

Oath = solemn promise; 

Beasts = wild animals 



 

 

 

God expects us to keep our promises. It doesn’t matter 

how long it is since you made the promise. Could it be 

that you have broken a promise....and that’s why God 

isn’t answering your prayers? 

 

Did you know? 

The Gibeonites had tricked Joshua and the Israelites over 400 years before 

this. Joshua promised he wouldn’t kill them. But when he found out what 

they’d done....he wouldn’t go back on his word. Read about it in Joshua 9. 

 

 
  



 

 
  



 

 

Old English words 
Afar Far away 

Ass Donkey 

Aught Anything at all 

Befallen  Happened to 

Dealt  Done 

Dost, Doest Do 

Draw nigh Come near 

Fetch Go and get 

Gat Get 

Hence From this place 

Hereby By this 

Heretofore Before now 

Hindmost Last 

Hither Here 

Hitherto Up until now 

Howbeit However, nevertheless 

Inasmuch Since  

Midst Middle 

Mixt Mixed 

Nigh Near 

Notwithstanding Nevertheless, in spite of this 

Peradventure Perhaps 

Plow Plough 

Straightway Immediately 

Selfsame That same 

Shew Show 

Thereon On that 

Therewith With that 

Thither  To there 

Thou You (singular) 

Thou art You are 

Thrust out Cast out 

Uttermost Farthest  

Whence From where 

Wherefore Why 

Wherewith  With which 

Whilst While 

Whither  To where 

Whomsoever Whoever 

Wilt  Will  

Wit, wot, wist Know  

Withholden Held back 

Wont to do In the habit of doing 

Wrought Done, made 
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